
Cress Team September visit to 
Northern Uganda 
JONATHAN CULLIS , JANE GUY, JANE POGGO (BISHOP POGGO’S WIFE) AND MYSELF 
SPENT A FRUITFUL BUT CHALLENGING FOUR DAYS IN LATE SEPTEMBER IN NORTHERN 
UGANDA. After arrival we travelled for some four hours to visit the Internally Displaced 
Persons camps (IDP) inside South Sudan – this journey involved three vehicle 
breakdowns and getting stuck twice, but we got there. We found the South Sudanese 
people living with nothing – no schools, virtually no medical facilities and only a tiny 
amount of food from a small charity and, of course, no electricity, limited water and 
virtually inaccessible. 

We also spent a day in a refugee camp in Northern 
Uganda called Belamaling. We were given a wonderful 
reception by a group of Mothers’ Union leaders – their 
greatest desire was to have bicycles so the leaders could 
visit those needing special help throughout the sprawling 
camp. We spent time with Jane Poggo’s sister and heard 
at fi rst-hand her great sadness and challenges at living 
in a refugee camp – we left feeling shocked with the 
reality of life there. We presented some of the 960 ladies 
underwear pants which were received with much joy 
and gratitude. A HUGE thank you to everyone who 
donated ladies pants – nearly 1000!! 

We visited the new CRESS clinic in Uganda, which 
has been relocated to what we hope will be temporary 
premises in the small town of Mijale, a few miles (on 
terrible muddy and rutted tracks) from the South 
Sudanese border and the IDP camp in Logo. The 
premises are rented but spacious, with pharmacy, 
laboratory, consultation rooms and an area for treatment. 
The clinic is staffed by two clinical offi cers, who have 
done three years of medical training – Lulu Emmanuel 
and Celina Yari. We presented them with a large collection 
of medical books, before being shown round, and then 
having the traditional African welcome from village elders 
under a tree. Unfortunately, the security situation in and 
around the IDP camp is too dangerous for the clinic to be 
located there, but, now the clinic has offi cially opened after 
receiving all the necessary regulatory approvals from the 
Ugandan government, we hope that the clinic staff will be 
able to make regular visits to the camp to provide care 
and medicines for people too sick to get to Mijale.

CRESS has a good track record in its work; this feels like starting again, 
but we choose to see this as starting afresh by getting a new, fi t team together. 
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The challenges are enormous: there are no schools, no government, no health structure 
and a total absence of transport and infrastructure. It can take three to fi ve hours of 
agonising travel on what can hardly be called a road just to have a vital conversation. 
We could not even touch the local water, much less drink it… Water fi lters are a necessity 
as are Hepatitis B vaccinations to counter the contaminated water that is an inevitable 
part of their daily lives.

The church is the only functioning structure there is. This is not about theology; it is 
about a network based on the identity of the people and it is the glue that holds their 
society together. CRESS is right there with them. We have access that no-one else has 
– not the UN, not the UK government, no-one. 
We’re not better than anyone else, we’re just with 
them because we’ve known them since before it all 
went wrong for them. CRESS is the vehicle for relief 
and education, but the fuel and the spare parts are the 
wonderful people of South Sudan with whom we have 
developed a special relationship.

Our top three priorities are:

• To continue the children’s education, 

• To run the clinic,

•  To build a new team of church community workers 
under Bishop Joseph Aba.

When that is done, then to focus on our projects 
of agriculture, women’s empowerment with hygiene 
kits and workshops. 
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